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Xoscov. Between 
^"the Soviet 



October 2y-:.ova-iber fc, Anru-r.chcv ar.c Icadins r.er.^Grc 
Presidium conferred in quick succession with the Party lenders of 
Czechoslovakia, last GerYiany, 2ul[,-a\Sa, and Poland. Individual country 
consultations- rather than a conrerer.ee were in thenselves unusual. She 
soeed vith which one delegation followed another w?s c.'jito unprecedented 
in the history of Soviet-cstellite relations; not even after the i'/.^aria! 
revolt in 195*6 were consultations cer.prcssed -into so short a period of 
time. Although littlo official information, concerning the tables has 
been released, tho principal topics can be deduced. 

All of the consultations vcre obviously concerned vith a revitw of 
the Soviet posture in the Cuban crisis. Consultations with the Czech, 
East Gerr-an, and Belgian leaders r.ust also have dealt vith their 
sc-arate dcr.es tic problems, which have been rendered r:ore acute by 
Soviet policy toward Cuba. 



scow Pushes Peaceful Co?::i: 



. ::osccr.; has apparently advised 
its 'satellites that a stress on peaceful coexistence should be the^ 
Soviet bloc's nain posture in the val'.e of the Cuban crisis, ^nis -s 
tho theno of Gonulka's Pravda article of Koveacer 5, and cons , titu ; £ ;. 
the gist of Bulgarian First Secretary Zhivkov's openinc reaarics t« i~-t 
Bulgarian Party Congress. 



Both statements contain nearly identical passages eulogizinc . 
hrusfcehev as the leader who saved the world froa a nuclear war v...ax 
he US tried to unleash, and both stress that "there is no otr.er rose" 
.part fron peaceful coexistence. &o "three *ain questions" on vr.ieh 



the preservation of world peace now hinges are lis **&•- W™* 
"signing of peace treaty vith Garnany" and noraettxatioy of the f;—- &n 
inv£S Berlin; (2) the nomall.ation.cf the f ^oa to tn. te^aeg, 



the policy which has been under 
its Albanian ally. 



'increasingly hc&vyj attack by Peipir.* and 



to"—! 



: fe M »t. ; Wlc» .Po liticly Advisable. S^**^**™ ?* 

i i-aclTorthe. i*s.t rfcropean leaders suraoned to Koscov, rather Jh*n * 

'- iStefeSy W«ed advisable because: (1) som resistance to Sovie- 
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dcr^nds could have been exacted fran th«' Czech, East Genr-an, and / 
Eulscxitn leaders, and their individual objections to Soviet proposals 
could not be allowed to coalesce into a ccwenon opposition; (2) Khrushchev 
had to insure East European backing for his "peaceful coexistence" 
policy to strencthen his hand in the conflict with Peiping and night 
have preferred to have East German and Bulgarian internal Party problems, 
activated by that policy, aired in private; (3) a "Soviet bloc" con- 
ference at this time would have resulted in tine-consuming debates. 

Satellite Backing of Soviet Foreign Policy Apparently Secured . ^ In 
spite of the absence of revealing cccxniniques. concerning the four East 
European visits to Moscow, some of the content of the talks can be deduced. 

Czechoslovakia . On the eve of Kovotny's visit, the Czechs 
finally blew up the mamaoth Stalin statute towering over Prague, but 
this lone-delayed gesture probably did not help then much in reducing 
Soviet demands upon then. In spite of considerable domestic eeoncxio 
difficulties and badly overextended resources, the Czech regime* appears 
to have been asked by Khrushchev to make further commitments in aiding 
Cuba. 

East Germany . The dismay which apparent Soviet acquiescence to 
US demands on Cuba is reported to have caused among SfcD officials in the 
Berlin context trust have been a principal concern of Vlbricht. The 
length of Vlbricht' s stay «n Moscow—October 31-jto November 5— indicate* 
that, there may have been lengthy discussion of Soviet tactic* in Berlin 
in the coming period. ' 

Bulgaria . Tho strong Stalinist sentiment and persistent 
factionalism in the Bulgarian Party have presented a problem to the USSS 
for some time, particularly in connection with Soviet policy of wooing 
Yujoslavia. Soviet policy in the Cuban crisis appears to have ***«• 
predictable effect of putting new life 'into the Stalinist opposition. . 
Indeed, toward the ond of October the press contained some in dication s 
that Bulgarian Party leader Zhivkor night have been ready to.cocproaica 
with the Stalinists and pacify the opposition, presumably in order to 
a^ahoToSn at^^yCongress, M»«*«£ ™%f* 
hurried trip to Moscow on November 3 appears to have «*»»£"^™" M( _ I 
SesUlinlsation, which includes the just announced purgo of .1*^***. 

^SStChina, and improvement of relation, with lugoaUTU Aould X60] 
a less hesitant course* 
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Poland. The Soviet lcadorship did not have to suwaon Party 
leader Gonulka to insure his backing Tor a policy of peacoful co-existenoe. 
It could be certain of it without consultations. Gomul^a'a Ilovenber h 
trip to Koscow vza sost likely motivated by a need to nap out Poland's 
role in Soviet strategy on Berlin and disarmament. Poland's past role 
in disarmament proposals and Gomulka's oxphasis on disarmament in the 
November 5 Pravc>. point particularly to the latter* 

Ijungtry and Rumania > Kuncary's Janos Xadar is nov in Moscow 
for the USth, anniversary of the Revolution, His trip, however, seeas 
to have been undertaken largely for the sake of appearances since his 
backinj of Khrushchev's foreign policy can be assumed in advance, and 
Hungary nesds no further guidance in its task of iaprovia; its own 
international standing, Rumanian Party leader Cheorchitt Sei stopped 
in Moscow on his way from Southeast Asia the previous week-end. He 
aay, thorefore, require a further briefing in the near future, but 
there are—as usual—no apparent pressing Rumanian preplans to trouble 
the Soviets, - . 
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